THE REVOLUTION
rebutted on these low but solid grounds and consigned to the
rubbish heap of Jacobite mendacity,
We may dismiss also as an unwarrantable suspicion
Churchill's alleged scheme to deliver the King into the hands
of William. In dealing with these calumnies one after the
other it is best to use the arguments which would most have
appealed to those who bring them forth. The last thing
that William desired was to have Janies on his hands.
Nothing would have repelled the sympathy and public
acceptance on which he counted more than the news that
he had captured or stolen the King and was keeping him
prisoner. All those forces that were demanding a free
Parliament would have also demanded a free King. William,
the adroit, masterly statesman, moving in an atmosphere
which he and his English supporters understood, would never
have made such a mistake, and Churchill, who knew the situa-
tion even better than William, was the last man to commit
such a silly act.
It must be added that Churchill himself repudiated this
charge as soon as he heard of it. Clarendon's diaryl states :
December 3, 1688. In the dining room [at Berwick, near
Hindon2] I met my Lord Churchill. I told him what the King
had told the Lords of his Lordship's design to deliver His
Majesty to the Prince of Orange, if he had gone to Warminster.
He denied it with many protestations, saying, that he would
venture his life in defence of his person; that he would never
be ungrateful to the King; and that he had never left him, but
that he saw our religion and country were in danger of being
destroyed.
It is natural that such charges should be made after the
event about a man who had deserted his sovereign and
benefactor by those who had suffered so woefully from his
action.
Only in one respect does Churchill appear to have been
curiously imprudent. He seems to have abandoned his usual
reserved manner. The inscrutable dissembler, according to
1  Clarendon, Correspondence and Diary, ii, 211, 214.
2  This was a house belonging to Bishop Burnet in Wiltshire.
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